Right Whales closer to the brink
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Twelve highly endangered North Atlantic Right Whales have been killed in the past
month in the Gulf of St Lawrence and U.S. eastern seaboard by ship strikes and
fishing gear entanglement. Unfortunately, the global population of these whales is
only 500.

Nature Canada applauds the decision by the Government of Canada to slow ships
to ten knots (19 km/hour) in the western Gulf of St. Lawrence where the whales have
been frequenting this summer.

Clearly this decision will not be enough to reverse the decline of this species. First,
the decision applies only to a small part of the range of Right Whales, and not to
other important habitat such as the Bay of Fundy.

Second, other threats to Right Whales such as oil spills from tankers, oil and gas
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drilling, seismic blasts and ocean pollution such as toxics and plastics garbage remain unaddressed.

Nature Canada has been an active intervener in the Northern Gateway, Trans Mountain, and Energy East primarily
to ensure that the impacts of these proposed oil pipeline and tanker projects on marine birds and mammals are well-

understood before decisions are made.

Nature Canada has joined the conversation and you can too-visit the Government of Canada’s Let’s Talk Whales to

learn more. https://www.letstalkwhales.ca/
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